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Downtown Dayton Partnership Unveils Strategic Building Reuse Project Designs
Ten Local Architectural Firms Donate Nearly $200,000 in Service
DAYTON, March 25, 2009 —Ten local architectural firms have created ten different reuse options for some of downtown’s most unique but underutilized spaces.  
Last year the Downtown Dayton Partnership (DDP) partnered with the local chapter of the American Institute of Architects, ten local architectural firms, and the City of Dayton to develop a strategic reuse plan that would transform underutilized properties into spaces that are better suited for the future needs of our community. Bob Shiffler, owner of the Kuhns, McCrory and Schwind Buildings, chaired this initiative for the DDP. 

“Earlier this year we kicked off the Greater Downtown Dayton Plan, which will develop a blueprint to guide the future of our Greater Downtown,” said Michael Greitzer, co-chair of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. “The Strategic Building Reuse Project designs will be a critical part of the plan and will help us create a vibrant urban center that’s distinctly Dayton – a one-of-a-kind place that is attractive to residents, visitors and employers – simply the place everyone wants to be.”
Several local firms participated in the project by lending their services pro bono. In total, firms donated nearly $200,000 worth of their professional creative time to this initiative.  Participating firms include App Architects; The Architectural Group; Earl Reeder Associates, Inc.; Greg L. Lauterbach, Architect; Jeff Wray Architects; John Poe Architects, Inc.; Levin Porter Associates, Inc.; Lorenz & Williams; Matrix Architects; and Rogero Buckman Architects.  Buildings participating in the project include the Walker Building, Leigh Building, former KeyBank Building, Merchants Row Streetscape (E. Third Street), David Building, Gagel Building, Bernie’s Music Building, Price Stores Building, Transportation Center, and Lindsey Building. 
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“The City of Dayton is very appreciative of all of the time and energy the participating architects have donated to this important initiative,” said Dayton Mayor Rhine McLin, co-chair of the Downtown Dayton Partnership. “Their ideas are very creative, and it is exciting to see how some of these buildings could be transformed.”  

“I am very impressed with all of the different ideas that the participating firms came up with,” said Bob Shiffler, chair of the Strategic Building Reuse Project. “Many of the designs are mixed use concepts, including retail, office space, and 221 housing units. Indoor and outdoor patios, pedestrian walkways, pocket parks, fitness amenities, and a bicycle hub are just a few of the ideas the firms have created.”
Bill Williams, of Levin Porter Associates and president of the local chapter of the American Institute of Architects, had this to say about these firms’ participation: “This project was a unique opportunity for ten local architectural firms to work together and offer our expertise. The redesigns created through this project are exciting possibilities for our City, and we hope to see them come to life in the future.” 
The next phase of the project is to promote the renderings and the designing firms’ services to potential developers and investors. The DDP will also be convening a Strategic Reuse Implementation Committee that will be looking at ways to link the redesigns to potential developers. The City of Dayton has several new development funds, including the Main Street Corridor Program, which potential developers could qualify for. Information on all of the incentive programs offered by the City of Dayton is available on cityofdayton.org.  
The community is invited to view the various project renderings online at downtowndayton.org or by viewing a banner display in the Kettering Tower Lobby, which will be on display until Friday, April 10.  For more information about the Strategic Building Reuse Project, contact the Downtown Dayton Partnership at (937) 224-1518 or visit downtowndayton.org. 
###
At the Downtown Dayton Partnership, we are dedicated to making downtown Dayton a better place to live, work and visit. Working with downtown property owners, businesses and residents, we provide strategic planning, business development and marketing services to grow and strengthen our downtown. We focus our efforts in five key areas: Jobs, Amenities, Housing, Environment, and Advocacy.

